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fCrab Anatomy

Teeth/Spines

Carapace

J

( Dungeness Crab \

Cancer magister
Broadly oval and uneven carapace with ten
spines on each side, widest at 10t tooth
Narrow frontal area with 5 unequal teeth
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Lightly colored leg tips j

Pygmy Cancer Crab

Cancer oregonensis
Carapace oval with knobs and grooves,
widest at 7t" or 8% tooth
Large claws, tips black

\ Hairy, light colored walking legs j

4 )

Helmet or Horse Crab
Telmessus cheiragonus
Six unequal spines on each side of carapace

Entire body covered with stiff bristly hairs
Frontal area protrudes in front of eyes

\ Spiny, short front claws j

4 )

European Green Crab
Carcinus maenus
Five teeth on each side of carapace
Three rounded lobes between eyes
Last pair of legs somewhat flattened

K May or may not be green in color j
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( Red Rock Crab

Cancer productus

Fan shaped carapace with 10 teeth, more

acute at posterior, widest at 9t tooth
Large claws with black tips

K Tips of walking legs fringed with hairs

( Graceful Kelp \
Pugiettia gracilis
Carapace longer than wide

Two distinct “teeth” between eyes
Large, long claws compared to walking legs

K Highly variable in color j

( Graceful Decorator \
Oregonia gracilis
Carapace is heartshaped, wider at posterior
Typically decorated with bryozoans/ hydroids
Long “teeth” between eyes

Long, slender legs
1\ Y

( Widehand Hermit \

Elassochirus tenuimanus
Purple-blue patches on inner segments of
walking legs
Disproportionately large and flattened right

claw j

Yellow Shore Crab \

Hemigraphsus oregonensis
Three spines on each side of rectangular
carapace
Two lobes on frontal area

\ Hairy legs, no spots on claws )
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