
 

 

 

 

 

 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land & Water 
Program Support Section 
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1070 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3579 

 

Re: Alaska Department of Natural Resources Instream Flow Program 

 

On behalf of the Kachemak Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (KBNERR) 
Community Council, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding 
updating the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Instream Flow Water 
Reservation Program.  

The KBNERR, designated in 1999 in response to community support, is co-managed by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Alaska Center for Conservation 
Science at the University of Alaska, Anchorage. At 370,000 acres and the largest of 30 
Estuarine Reserves in the nation, KBNERR conducts marine and freshwater research and 
monitoring, provides K-16 educational programs and opportunities, and engages resource 
managers and the public in coastal stewardship trainings to support informed decision-
making.  
 
The KBNERR has engaged in 25 years of research and data gathering in the Kachemak Bay 
watershed, from the headwaters of the Anchor and Fox Rivers to the mud flats and 
estuarine sub-bays that support salmon and the food web they depend upon. Reserve staff 
have pioneered studies quantifying the importance of small freshwater upwellings to 
overwintering salmon fry, and provided the chemical analysis needed to verify the 
importance of alders and grasses in maintaining resilient habitats and boosting stream 
nutrients. Moreover, the KBNERR has, through netting and identifying salmon fry, added 
numerous streams to the anadromous waters catalog. No other entity has the depth and 
rigor of scientific knowledge pertaining to Kachemak Bays watershed ecology.  
 
The Community Council serves as a public forum for the KBNERR, providing input on the 
Research, Education, and Coastal Training Programs integral to the Reserve, engaging in 
outreach and advocacy on policies requiring scientific information.  



 
Regarding DNR’s Instream Flow Water Reservation Program, the Community Council, 
drawing on extensive quantitative research conducted by the KBNERR on streams in 
southcentral Alaska, request that (1) no changes be made to the current Instream Flow 
Regulation process, thereby allowing Tribes and Alaskan citizens to continue to have the 
right to collect data and apply for and hold instream flow reservation certification to 
safeguard fish and wildlife habitat from the adverse impacts of coastal development, and 
(2) legislation should be introduced that is designed to protect these rights, as envisioned 
by the framers of the current statute and the Alaska State Constitution.  
 
In addition, the KBNERR Community Council has the following responses to DNR’s specific 
questions:  
 
11 AAC 93.142 (Content of application):  
Should additional information be required to justify the need for a reservation of water? 
No. 
What types of data and methodology? Data and methodology requirements should 
remain the same. 
 
11 AAC 93.146 (Issuance of a certificate of reservation of water): 
Should only State resource agencies, such as DNR or Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
hold the certificate of a reservation of water? No.  
Who should hold a certificate of a reservation of water? Alaska citizens, Tribes, State 
agencies, Federal agencies, and Alaska-based nonprofits with an interest in 
maintaining instream flow reservations. 
 
11 AAC 93.147 (Review of a reservation of water): 
Are the review requirements clear and adequate? Yes. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Donna Robertson Aderhold 
KBNERR Community Council Vice Chair 


